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RESOLUTION #08-02-05
Support Development of a Comprehensive Community Mental
Health Services for Children & Families Project under
the SAMHSA Child Mental Health Initiative

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is a
Tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three federally
recognized Tribes in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington and is dedicated to assisting
to promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people in the Northwest; and

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is dedicated to
assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; and

WHEREAS, the primary goal of the NPAIHB is to improve the health and quality
of life of its member Tribes; and

WHEREAS, there are 4.3 million American Indians and Alaska Natives (AT/AN)
living in the United States with 33 percent of this population under the age of 18
years, compared to 26 years of age for the overall U.S. total population (Source:
2000 U.S. Census); and

WHEREAS, there are alarming statistics associated with this young AI/AN
population in almost every area of risk that provide a compelling case for action,
such as:

# AI/AN children have one of the highest rates of victimization at 16.5 per
1,000 children compared to 10.8 per 1,000 children for Caucasians (Source:
U.S. Administration for Children & Families);

e Experience high rates of suicide with AI/AN males between the ages of
15-24 accounting for 64% of all AI/AN suicides, and;

e Alcohol-related deaths among AVAN youth between the ages of 15-24 are
17 times higher than the national average for the same age group;

¢ In 2001, 74% of youth in custody in the Federal Bureau of Prisons system
were AI/AN youth, a 50% increase since 1994; and

WHEREAS, more than half of those who committed suicide in American Indian
communities have never been seen by a mental health provider, yet 90% of all
teens who die by suicide suffer from a diagnosable mental illness at the time of
death that may have been prevented had a program been in place to deal with
emotional disturbances and mental health needs of AI/AN youth; and



WHEREAS, the Substance Abuse and Menta} Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) is accepting applications for FY 2008 Cooperative Agreements for
Comprehensive Community Menta) Health Services for Children and their Families
(CMHI) designed integrating home and community-based services and support for
children with serious emotional disturbances and their families by encouraging the
development and expansion of effective and enduring systems of care; and

WHEREAS, the development of a mental health services program for AI/AN
children designed around the objectives of the aforementioned SAMHSA funding
opportunity will greatly assist AI/AN communities residing in urban and
reservation settings to address the mental health needs of AI/AN children,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northwest Portland Area
Indian Health Board, in coliaboration with the Native American Rehabilitation
Association of the Northwest, supports the development of a project to address
serious emotional disturbances and mental health needs of AI/AN youth under the
SAMHSA Community Mental Health Services for Children grant program.,



